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“It’s a simple fact: the more education you 
have, the more likely you are to have a job and 

work your way into the middle class.”
-President Barack Obama
2013 State of the Union
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Massachusetts Launches Landmark 
Education Reform
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Two Decades Later, Important Gains Made 
but Persistent Gaps Remain
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The Condition of  Education Project

The Condition of Education project will provide an annual, 
evidence-based review of student progress and proficiency 
throughout the education pipeline from birth through adulthood.

Key Outcomes:
 Comprehensive understanding of the status of 

Massachusetts’ education system
 Focus on critical transitions in student learning linked to 

improved outcomes
 Analysis of student- and teacher-focused indicators that utilize 

existing statewide data
 Ongoing effort to identify and assess reform strategies to 

promote  continuous improvement in education.
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2013 Data Report
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Expand our Definition of Education

Students assessed on 
Massachusetts Kindergarten 

Entry Assessment

Students scoring proficient or 
advanced on the 3rd grade 
English language arts MCAS
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Create a Nuanced Understanding of 
Challenges 

Students graduating from
high school in four years

Students completing 
MassCore coursework
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Mark Critical Transitions

Massachusetts adults with a 
bachelor’s degree or higher

Students enrolled in 
developmental (remedial) 

courses in college

#ConditionOfEducation



10

Going Forward
 The Condition of Education: 2013 Data Report will identify and 

measure state-level indicators focused on critical stages in student 
learning and educator preparation.

 The Condition of Education in the Commonwealth report will 
provide in-depth analysis of project findings, examples of effective 
reform efforts, and policy considerations for the coming year. 

 The annual Condition of Education release event will disseminate 
the report findings to a mass audience to cultivate a shared 
understanding of our current education system.

 The Quarterly Policy Breakfast series will invite leaders to discuss 
specific issues presented in the annual report to help ensure the 
impact of the report on policy decisions.

#ConditionOfEducation
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 The District Capacity Project guides and supports district 
labor-management teams on local school improvement 
strategies as they work to:
 Accelerate student achievement and promote student 

success
 Increase teacher engagement and leadership in school and 

district governance
 Institute policies, structures, and practices for sustainable 

collaboration and reform
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Condition of Education: Resources & Materials

 Available online at www.renniecenter.org:
 Data Report
 Resource Guide
 Event materials

Suggested citation: 
Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy. (Fall 2013). 

Condition of Education in the Commonwealth: 2013 Data 
Report. MA: Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy.
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About the Rennie Center

Our mission is to improve public education through well
informed decision-making based on deep knowledge and
evidence of effective policymaking and practice.

#ConditionOfEducation
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