
 
 

EPFP Fellows 
 

EPFP fellows come from a variety of organizations—government, non-profit and for-profit—and bring different 

perspectives to our discussion of educational leadership and policy.  

 

2015-2016 Fellows 
 

Joe Bevington, Labor Counsel 

Boston Public Schools 
 

Heidi Brooks, Chief Operating Officer 

Schott Foundation for Public Education 

 

Julia Casasanto-Ferro, Researcher 

American Institutes for Research 

 

Pamela Casna, Director of Special Education and 

English Language Learners 

Codman Academy Charter Public School 

 

Maggie Charron, Literacy Specialist, High Rock 

School 

Needham Public Schools 

 

Lydia Emmons, Director of College and Career 

Pathways, Workforce Development 

Sociedad Latina 

 

Rosalie Fazio-Eynullayeva, Legal Counsel 

Office of Sen. Mike Barrett/Senate Post Audit & 

Oversight Committee 

 

Mary Foyle, English Teacher, Lunenberg High School 

Lunenberg Public Schools 

 

Bethanie Glass, Early Childhood Program Coordinator 

Department of Children and Families 

 

Sheila Jackson, Program Manager, Pathways to 

Prosperity Network 

Jobs for the Future 

 

Victoria Lautsch, Director of Recruitment 

UP Education Network 

 

Allison Scheff Little, Executive Director of STEM, 

Division of Professional Pathways 

Massachusetts Department of Higher Education 

 

Nampeera Lugira, Program Assistant, Office of 

Engagement 

Boston Public Schools 

 

Craig Martin, Principal, Perkins Elementary School 

Boston Public Schools 

 

Erik Miller, Director, Center for Community and 

Learning Partnerships 

Wentworth Institute of Technology 

 

Gina Mittal, Director of Early Childhood Development 

Strategies 

Thrive in 5 

 

Marvin Moore, Founder 

Students Moving Forward 

 

Emily Murphy, Director, Mass. Education Partnership 

Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy 

 

Roger Oser, Principal, William J. Ostiguy High School 

Action for Boston Community Development, Inc. 

 

Anthony Parker, Principal, Weston High School 

Weston Public Schools 

 

Annie Portland, Assistant Producer, i-Ready Digital 

Instruction 

Curriculum Associates 

 

Alyssa Rulf Fountain, Senior Associate, Social and 

Economic Policy Division 

Abt Associates 

 

Rebecca Stanko, Field Associate, Education 

Consulting 

Public Consulting Group 

 

Addis Summerhill, Teacher, Orchard Gardens Pilot 

School 

Boston Public Schools 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

2014-2015 Fellows 
 

Claire Abbott Johnson, Ed. Effectiveness Coordinator 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 

Brian Edward Allen, Chief Financial Operations Officer 

Worcester Public Schools 
 

Tiffany Anne Back, Teacher & MTA Representative 

Bowen Elementary School, Newton Public Schools 
 

Lisa Caponigro, 5th Grade Teacher 

Revere Public Schools 
 

Amy E. Carithers, Elementary ELA Assessments Lead 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 

Jonathan B. Carter, Principal  

Westfield High School 
 

Amy Checkoway, Associate 

Abt Associates 
 

Patrick Daly, Director of Academic Services 

North Reading Public Schools 
 

Ellen Dickenson, Program Dir., Partnerships & STEM 

Boston After School & Beyond               
 

Robb Geier, Director of Data Services 

Public Consulting Group 
 

Brian Gold, School Readiness Manager 

Boston Public Schools 
 

Linda Hanson, K5 Literacy Coach/Coordinator 

Arlington Public Schools 
 

Phyllis Hardy, Equity and Diversity Specialist/Bilingual 

Special Educator 

Massachusetts Association for Bilingual Education  
 

Ruth Hersh, Assistant Director 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 

Blaire Kylene Horner, Project Manager 

Boston Public Schools 

Hope Huynh, Senior Consultant 

Public Consulting Group 
 

Kat Johnston, Educator Effectiveness Specialist 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 

Edward Jou, Mathematics Teacher 

Match Charter Public High School 
 

Alexandra Kistner, Research Analyst 

American Institutes for Research 
 

Melissa Sue Kosinski-Collins, Associate Prof. of Biology 

Brandeis University  
 

Leigh Mahoney, Director of National Education & Program 

Development 

Robert F. Kennedy Children’s Action Corps 
 

Diana Beth Marcus, Teacher 

Burlington Public Schools 
 

Nakia Navarro, New England Regional Director 

Let's Get Ready 
 

Matthew Nixon, Education Specialist 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 

Jocelyn Rousey, Communications Coordinator 

Schott Foundation for Public Education 
 

Larisa K. Schelkin, Executive Director & Founder 

Global STEM Education Center, Inc.  
 

Kerri Schmidt, Manager of Early Literacy Programming 

ReadBoston 
 

Sarah Slautterback, State Coordinator for Homeless 

Education 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 

Jacqueline Zweig, Research Associate 

Education Development Center  
   



 
 

2013-2014 Fellows 
 

Mike Ward 

Principal, Elementary School 

Fall River Public Schools 

Julie Spencer-Robinson 

Teacher and Doctoral Student 

Northampton Public Schools 

Karen Silverman 

SVP, Campaign 

50CAN 

Rebecca Shor 

Office of District and School Turnaround 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Karen Shakman 

Senior Research Associate 

Education Development Center 

Lorne Ranstrom 

Division Chair – Teacher Education 

Eastern Nazarene College 

Daniel Patton 

Evaluation Program Leader 

Cambridge Education 

Ron Noble 

Education Evaluation Project Co-Leader 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Erin MacIntire 

Senior Consultant 

Public Consulting Group 

Doug Lyons 

Principal, Parker Middle School 

Reading Public Schools 

Anne Kandilis 

Education Reform Advocate and Volunteer 

Springfield, MA 

 

 

Lorretta Holloway 

Associate Professor, English Department 

Framingham State University 

Darius Green 

Assistant Principal, Somerville High School 

Somerville Public Schools 

Mary DeLai 

Assistant Superintendent, Finance and 

Administration 

Reading Public Schools 

Nina Zockoff Culbertson 

Research Associate 

Rennie Center 

Shawn Connelly 

Education Specialist – Center for Student Support 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Gina Chirichigno 

Co-Director and Outreach Coordinator 

National Coalition on School Diversity 

Hilary Brayton 

School to Career Coordinator 

Boston Private Industry Council 

Maura Boyce 

Data Strategy Manager 

Boston After School & Beyond 

Bob Becker 

Teacher and President of Wachusett Regional 

Education Association 

Wachusett Regional Schools 

Alison Bagg 

Office of Charter Schools and School Redesign 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Janet Anderson 

Teacher and President of Taunton Education 

Association 

Taunton Public Schools 

 



 
 

 

2012-2013 Fellows 

Bridget Ziniti 

Education Specialist – Nutrition, Health and Safety 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Eve Sullivan 

Parent Activist 

Parents Forum 

Christopher Saulnier 

Teacher/Local President 

Massachusetts Teacher Association 

Acushnet Public Schools 

Marc Lewis 

Teacher/Local President 

Massachusetts Teacher Association 

Acton Public Schools 

Ryan Hoyt 

Teacher/Local President 

Massachusetts Teacher Association 

Waltham Public Schools 

Christopher Gustafson 

Budget and Policy Fellow 

Massachusetts Budget and Policy Center 

Laura Dziorny 

Assistant Chief of Staff 

Boston Public Schools 

Margaret Driscoll 

School Committee Member 

Melrose, MA 

Joyce Bowen 

Education Specialist – STEM 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

  



 
 

2011-2012 Fellows 

Rebecca Shah 

Senior Associate 

Data Quality Campaign 

Elizabeth Shevlin 

ESL Teacher 

Meuthen High School 

Julie Larson 

Director of Technology 

Boston Arts Academy 

Kenneth Klau 

Accountability Coordinator 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Sam Castaneda Holdren 

Communications Director 

Stand for Children 

Nicole Costello 

Teacher 

Winchester Public Schools 

Felecia Brown 

Manager, School Relations 

City Year 

Helene Bettencourt 

Manager 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

  



 
 

2010-2011 Fellows 

Chris Nixon 

School Committee Member 

Winchester Public Schools 

Cheryl Turgel 

Past President 

Newton Teachers Association 

Jabián Gutiérrez 

Worcester Organizer 

Stand for Children 

Cheryl Loiselle 

Policy Analyst 

Office of School Redesign 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Kim Auger 

President 

Everett Teachers Association 

Dan Sullivan 

Office of Representative David Flynn 

Joan Tuttle 

Office of Urban District Assistance 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education  

Nicole Mullen 

Teacher in Special Education Dept. 

Boston Arts Academy 

Nakisha Lewis 

Project Manager of Programs Dept. 

Schott Foundation for Public Education 

Jessica Edwards 

Research Associate 

MA 2020, The National Center on Time and Learning 

Michael Bennett 

Policy Analyst 

Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy 

 

  



 
 

2009-2010 Fellows 

Jeff Morassi 

President 

Barnstable Teachers Association 

Sarah McLaughlin 

Administrator, Office of Expanded Learning Time, Pilot and Readiness Schools 

Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education 

George Mastoras 

Program Associate 

Massachusetts 2020 

Michele Lisio 

Research Analyst, Committee on Education 

Massachusetts Legislature 

Patrick Kirby 

Manager Director 

Citizen Schools Massachusetts 

Victoria Grisanti 

Senior Manager, Community Involvement 

EMC Corporation 

Melissa Granetz 

Assistant Principal, McKay School 

Boston Public Schools 

Sarah Gallagher 

Program Associate 

Mass 2020 

Carrie Conaway 

Director of Planning, Research and Evaluation 

Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Allison Balter 

Metro West Lead Organizer 

Stand for Children 

 

  



 
 

2008-2009 Fellows 
 

Corey A. Zimmerman 

Director of Strategic Planning and Analysis 

MA Department of Early Education and Care 

Cynthia F. Wheeler 

School Adjustment Counselor 

Office of Special Education 

Cambridge Public Schools 

Elaine Webb 

Member 

Reading School Committee 

Rachel Trant 

Assistant Budget Director 

MA Department of Elem. and Secondary Educ. 

Jennifer Amaya-Thompson 

State Head Start Collaboration 

Assistant Director, Office of Head Start 

MA Department of Early Education and Care 

David Borer 

Executive Director/Treasurer 

Massachusetts Teachers Association 

Blair Dolan Brown 

Associate Director of Public Policy 

Massachusetts 2020 

Matthew Joseph Deninger 

Policy Analyst 

Strategic Planning, Research, and Evaluation 

MA Department of Elem. and Secondary Educ. 

 

Deborah E Gray 

Unit Leader 

Office of Family and Student Engagement 

Boston Public Schools 

Eve Lillian Laubner 

Coordinator, School/District Eval. and Assist.  

Accountability and Targeted Assistance 

MA Department of Elem. and Secondary Educ. 

Matthew Paul Pakos 

Manager, NCLB Accountability 

Accountability and Targeted Assistance 

MA Department of Elem. and Secondary Educ. 

Katie Roberta Sagarin 

Community Organizer 

Stand for Children 

Erin Salius 

Manager, Middle School Outreach Programs 

College of Engineering 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Anthony Jacob Siddall 

Assistant Program Director 

Department of Extended Learning Time, Afterschool, 

and Services (DELTAS) 

Boston Public Schools 

Lynn Ann Summerill 

Educational Specialist 

Program Quality Assurance 

MA Department of Elem. and Secondary Educ. 

 

  



 
 

2007-2008 Fellows 

Suzanne Wallen 

Director of Development and External Affairs 

Center for Collaborative Education 

Julie Corbett 

Program Associate 

Mass Insight Education and Research Institute 

Jenny Caldwell Curtin 

State Coordinator of Alternative Education 

Mass. Department of Education 

Cheryl Del Signore 

President 

Educational Association of Worcester 

Brian Devine 

Administrator/Director 

Educator Licensure & Proprietary Schools 

Mass. Department of Education 

Crystal Johnson 

Flagship Program Director 

Social Capital, Inc. 

Eva Mitchell 

Senior Coord.; District & School Examiner 

Office of Educational Quality & Accountability 

Leslie Nicholson 

Director of Policy and Development 

Stand for Children 

Lisa Patrick 

Assistant Director 

Depart. of Adult Educ. & Community Services 

Boston Public Schools 

Patrick Schettini 

Superintendent 

Reading Public Schools 

Susan Bowles Therriault 

Research Analyst 

American Institutes for Research 

 

  



 
 

2006-2007 Fellows 

Barbara Garvey 

English Teacher, South Middle School 

Brockton Public Schools 

Kevin Bobetich 

Program Quality Assurance 

Massachusetts Department of Education  

Stephanie Cheney  

Grants Manager 

Nellie Mae Education Foundation 

Debra Chromy 

Vice President, Business Development 

American Student Assistance 

Janet Crane 

School Committee Member 

Salem Public Schools 

Danielle Conkling 

Associate Director 

Schott Foundation for Public Education 

Wanda Speede 

Director, TEACHBoston 

Boston Public Schools 

LaDawn Strickland 

Program Associate 

Center for Collaborative Education 

 

  



 
 

2005-2006 Fellows 

Holly Alperin 

Comprehensive School Health Education Coordinator 

School Nutrition and Health 

Massachusetts Department of Education 

Robert Curtin 

Supervisor, Data Analysis & Reporting 

Information Services & Technology 

Massachusetts Department of Education 

Monique DeVane 

Director of Development 

The Shady Hill School 

Rachelle Engler 

Director of Academic Support 

Center for Student and Secondary Education Support Services 

Massachusetts Department of Education 

Eve Goldberg 

Research Assistant 

Center for Leadership and Learning Communities 

Education Development Center 

Dorothy Presser 

Chair, Lynnfield School Committee 

Suburban Coaliltion 

Danielle Stein  

Policy Associate 

Mass Insight Education  

Robert Thomas 

Director, Educator Preparation Programs 

Massachusetts Department of Education 

Emmanuel Vincent 

Educator, Special Education 

Metropolitan Career & Technical Center 

 

  



 
 

2004-2005 Fellows 

Sandra Baynes 

Information Systems Administrator 

Office for Sponsored Programs 

Boston College 

Christina Brown 

Program Associate 

New England Small Schools Network 

Center for Collaborative Education 

Min-hua Chen 

Early Learning Services 

Massachusetts Department of Education 

Alison Fraser 

Director of Communications 

Mass Insight Education  

Francine Locker 

Ventures Program Director 

Fenway High School 

Boston Public Schools 

Robert O’Donnell 

Research Director, School Finance 

Massachusetts Department of Education 

Elizabeth Pauley 

Office of Educator Quality 

Massachusetts Department of Education 

Nancy Schoen 

Music Teacher & Massachusetts Teacher of the Year 

Remington Middle School 

Franklin Public Schools 

Darren Wells 

Teacher-Leader/Science 

Timilty Middle School 

Boston Public Schools 

Carolyn Wilson 

Education Specialist 

Program Quality Assurance 

Massachusetts Department of Education 

  



 
 

Co-Coordinators 
 

Chad d’Entremont, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy 

114 State Street 

Boston, MA 02109 

617.354.0002 

cdentremont@renniecenter.org 

Dr. Chad d’Entremont has devoted a career in education to bridging the divide between research and practice, 

working with educators and policymakers to ensure all children have the opportunity to succeed in school and in 

life. He began his career as a teacher, serving high needs students in both urban and rural settings. He is the 

former assistant director of a nationally-renowned research center at Teachers College, Columbia University and, 

from 2007-2011, was the research and policy director at Strategies for Children. Most recently, he managed 

Massachusetts’ successful application for a $50 million Race to the Top–Early Learning Challenge award. He has a 

Ph.D. in Education Policy and Social Analysis and an MA in the Sociology of Education from Teachers College, 

Columbia University. His experiences bring an in-depth understanding of cutting-edge education reforms, yet he 

remains acutely aware of the realities of classroom practice and daily school life 

Laura Dziorny 

Chief of Staff 

Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy 

114 State Street 

Boston, MA 02109 

617.354.0002 

ldziorny@renniecenter.org 

Laura Dziorny joined the Rennie Center with a background in education policy and on-the-ground experience at 

both the classroom and district levels. She most recently served as Deputy Chief of Staff for Boston Public Schools, 

where she worked closely with the School Committee to advance district policy-making and managed projects 

including a working group on measuring school quality. Laura is a graduate of Georgetown University Law Center, 

where she participated in the policy clinic of the Harrison Institute for Public Law and served as an intern in the 

education policy office of the US Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. Prior to law school, 

she taught fourth grade at Ira J. Earl Elementary School in Las Vegas, Nevada and earned a Master's Degree in 

Education from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

 

Past Coordinators 

John Portz (1998-2014) 

Dorothy Presser (2008-2009) 

Angela Irving (1996-2007 and 2011-2013) 

James Fraser (1995-1997) 

Earl Avery 

William Dandridge (1990-1995) 

Joseph Cronin (1989-1991) 

Jack Green 

  

mailto:cdentremont@renniecenter.org
mailto:ldziorny@renniecenter.org


 
 

Sponsors 
 

EPFP sponsors are an important part of the program. They typically pay program fees and travel costs and also 

facilitate attendance by fellows at seminars and national conferences. Past sponsors include the following 

organizations: 

 

American Institutes for Research 

American Student Assistance 

Bentley College 

Boston Arts Academy 

Boston College 

Boston Public Schools 

Cambridge Public Schools 

Center for Collaborative Education 

Citizen Schools Massachusetts 

City Year 

Citywide Education Coalition 

Dartmouth College 

Data Quality Campaign 

EDCO Collaborative 

Education Development Center 

EMC Corporation 

Franklin Public Schools 

Freedom House 

Harvard Medical School 

Institute for Responsive Education 

Mass 2020 

Mass Insight Education 

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Massachusetts Legislature 

Massachusetts Office of Educational Quality & Accountability 

Massachusetts Teachers Association 

Methuen High School 

Nellie Mae Education Foundation 

Northeastern University 

Quincy Public Schools 

Reading Public Schools 

Schott Foundation for Public Education 

Shady Hill School 

Social Capital, Inc. 

Stand for Children 

Winchester Public Schools 

 

 


