the High Cost of Low Literacy

why 3rd grade reading matters
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the High Cost of Low Literacy

why 3rd grade reading matters

The cascading effects of third grade reading, including widening academic achievement gaps and

social-emotional challenges, extend into adulthood.

HEALTH PROBLEMS

Low literacy is a significant public health issue, affecting
individuals’ physical and mental wellbeing. Poor readers
struggle to navigate the healthcare system and face long-
term health problems.
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The connection between literacy, aggressive behavior, and
mental health challenges emerges at a young age.
As challenges persist, those with low literacy
experience high rates of incarceration and
mental illness.
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FINANCIAL CHALLENGES

Struggling to read has a significant
impact on economic wellbeing,
regardless of whether students

graduate from high school.
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Each Massachusetts high school
dropout costs taxpayers
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in decreased tax revenue and
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There is a narrow window of time to put struggling readers on the
path to success. With effective prevention and intervention before
third grade, 85-90% of struggling readers can reach grade level.




